13 High Note Fingering Short Cuts

As a teacher, I constantly meet students in middle and high school that have a tough time learning their third octave fingerings.   The quickest way to learn your fingerings is to relate them to the fingerings you already know.  Below is a list of “short cuts” for each fingering above C#3.  

HI D
regular G fingering without your left hand 1st finger.    

Hi Eb 
same as middle Eb, just add your left hand 1st finger and pinky

Hi E    same as middle E, without your Left hand 3rd finger  (2+2= High E).  


It’s actually an overblown (or harmonic) of A

Hi F
same as middle F without your left hand 2nd finger.  Affectionately called “shooting a bird”

Hi F# same as middle F#, without your left hand 2nd finger.  See previous 

comment. :-)

Hi G  
same as middle G, without your thumb.  

Hi Ab 
same as middle Ab, without your Left hand thumb and first finger. Think of making a gun with your LH thumb and first finger.

Hi A 
same as middle A, but add your right hand 1st finger, and leave off your left hand 1st finger.  I teach this as “add 1 take 1 away”.  

Hi Bb 
same as middle Bb, then add Right hand 2nd finger on first trill key 
and leave off Left hand 1st finger.

Hi B
same fingering as hi F in left hand (Thumb, 1 and 3) , then in Right hand press 2nd finger on 2nd trill key

Hi C
finger middle Ab, leave off your thumb and left hand 1st finger.  

Hi Db
finger hi A natural, take off your thumb, add your left hand pinky, add right hand low C and C# keys (or leave off pinky entirely if you have a C foot).  

Hi D
fingered Left hand thumb and 3rd finger, and right hand 1 and 2. 

It’s “thumb 3, 1+2.   Add Right hand pinky to low C & C# keys.

